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Young people are watching less TV news. A regulatory broadcasting body in the UK said this is no
surprise as young-people are addicted to smartphones. They prefer YouTube videos and games to
TV news. A newspaper reported that the young "are more likely to get their day's news about the
world from social media or by reading graffiti in bus stations" than by watching TV. The average 16-

24-year-old watches live TV news for just two minutes a day and uses social media as his/her news
source.

Mark the sentences TRUE or FALSE

1) Young people are less interested in TV than in the past.'Y/l F
2) Social media are the main source of news for young people. A/ F
3) On average, young people watch TV news for five minutes a day. T 1%
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Japan is trying to ease the pressure on workers and boost consumer spending. It started a campaign
called "Premium Friday". Workers are being encouraged to leave work earlier on the last Friday of
the month to relax or go shopping. About 130 companies are participating. Doubters are unsure if
the campaign will work. Japan's workers are famous for being workaholics. The government said: "It

will take time for Premium Friday to take root." Many workers said they would just have to work on
Saturdays. :

Mark the sentences TRUE or FALSE

1) With the “Premium Friday" campaign workers are encouraged to work from home. T /X~
2) Japan's workers are famous for working overtime. X7 F
3) Everyone in Japan thinks the “Premium Friday” campaign will take root easily. T /X~
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Scientists predict that rising sea levels could put half the world's beaches under water by the end of
the century. They blame climate change. The scientists are from the European Commission. They
warned that beaches in tourist hot-spots are threatened by erosion from increasing sea levels. Well-
known beaches all over the world could disappear. There are two ways we can help to save the
beaches. One is to reduce emissions; the other is to manage our coastline in a more sustainable
way.

Mark the sentences TRUE or FALSE

1) Beaches could disappear within ten years. T/ F

2) The cause of increasing sea levels is climate change. T / F@
3) To address this problem we should reduce pollution and better manage our coasts. T/ F To
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Air pollution may reduce intelligence. Research in China showed that air pollution led to big falls in
test scores for languages and arithmetic. The study is called, "The impact of exposure to air pollution
on cognitive performance”. It took place over four years. Researchers looked at speaking and
arithmetic tests taken by 20,000 people of all ages. They said: "Polluted air may impede cognitive

ability as people become older." The longer people are exposed to polluted air, the greater their
intelligence goes down.

Mark the sentences TRUE or FALSE

1) Air pollution caused people to fail in arithmetic tests.ﬁ(l F
2) The research examined tests taken by elementary students. T /)X )
3) A long exposure to polluted air can produce a great loss of intelligence)fl F:
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A town called Sambuca in Sicily is selling houses for just €1. This is because of a decline in its
population. The number of residents is falling because young people are moving to cities. The mayor
says the houses will sell quickly because his town is so attractive. It overlooks the Mediterranean
Sea and is close to picturesque beaches. It has a lot of heritage, with cobbled streets and Arabesque

architecture. There is a small catch to this bargain - the buyer must spend $17,000 on repairing the
property.

Mark the sentences TRUE or FALSE

1) The town of Sambuca is underpopulatedff) F
2) Sambuca is a new town built in the seventies. T
3) If you buy a house for 1€, you must commit yourself to renovating i@ F
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A new study reveals that most young adults now live with their parents. The number of 18- to 30-
year-olds living at home has increased dramatically over the last year. Only in the Great Depression
of the 1930s was the percentage higher. The recent rise in the number of young adults moving back
in with their parents is due to the economic downturn and a rise in unemployment caused by
coronavirus. An analyst said adults are living with parents because of loan debts and a lack of jobs.

Mark the sentences TRUE or FALSE
1) Over the last year, more people in their forties are living with their parents. T / =4

2) During the Great Depression more young adults than now lived with their parents. ‘il'fl/ F
3) Coronavirus is one of the reasons young adults are moving back in with their parents. M F
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Residents of a small Welsh-speaking community have grouped together to buy the post office and
shop, ten years after buying the pub. The people of Llithfaen, in Wales, were determined to prevent
their village losing its focal point. Ten years ago they paid £40,000 for the pub, called the Victoria,
and now they have helped to keep the shop open. Most of the cost was met by the local council,
but the villagers needed to raise a further £6,000 to buy the shop from the owner who is retiring.

Mark the sentences TRUE or FALSE

1) Llithfaen villagers bought their local pub@ IF
2) The local council did not have money to buy the Llithfaen Post Office. T@
3) The shop next to the Post Office has now been saved by the local people, T/ F
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The 2019 British Homes Awards challenged the industry-to design a house that can adapt to
different life stages. The participants were asked to rethink the construction and design of :
individual homes, so that they were easily adaptable to less mobile inhabitants, and also to create
communities in which ageing occupants could continue to enjoy shared amenities. The top design
also had to be attractive to its potential buyers, because the competition was put to the public vote.

Mark the sentences TRUE or FALSE

1) The British Homes Awards required architects to design a house for athletes. T/ E;'
2) The participants were asked to create communities with shared services. ¥/ F
3) The competition was judged by a panel of famous designers. T/ =4
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It will be 200 years before women achieve economic equality, according to the recently released
annual Global Gender Gap Report from the World Economic Forum. Women lag far behind men in
many areas. They currently earn about 20-30 per cent less on average than men. One reason for
this is the lack of women in management positions. The report said: "Women still encounter
significant obstacles in taking on managerial or senior official roles." Inequality closed by only a small
amount this year.

Mark the sentences TRUE or FALSE

1) Women will earn as much as men in two centuries. % E
2) Women earn 40 per cent less than men. T IR
3) Not many women occupy managerial positions. % F
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